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unable to adjust the third party claim;
or

(4) The compromise of a particular
claim, as a practical matter, will or
may control the disposition of related
claim in which the amount to be paid
may exceed $25,000.

(c) An administrative claim may be
adjusted, determined, compromised, or
settled by the Agency under the provi-
sions of section 2672 of the Act, only
after consultation with the Depart-
ment of Justice when the Agency is in-
formed or is otherwise aware that the
United States or an employee, agent or
cost-plus contractor of the United
States is involved in litigation based
on a claim arising out of the same inci-
dent or transaction.

§ 604.9 Referral to Department of Jus-
tice.

When Department of Justice ap-
proval or consultation is required
under § 604.8, or the advice of the De-
partment of Justice is otherwise to be
requested, the referral or request of the
Agency shall be transmitted in writing
to the Assistant Attorney General,
Civil Division, Department of Justice
by the General Counsel of the Agency
or his designee.

§ 604.10 Investigation and examina-
tion.

The Agency may request any other
Federal agency to investigate a claim
filed under section 2672 of the Act, or
to conduct a physical or mental exam-
ination of the claimant and provide a
report of such examination.

§ 604.11 Limitations.
(a) Pursuant to the provisions of sec-

tion 2401(b) of title 28 of the United
States Code, a tort claim against the
United States shall be forever barred
unless presented in writing to the
Agency within two (2) years after such
claim accrues.

(b) A suit may not be filed until the
claim shall have been finally denied by
the Agency. Failure of the Agency to
make final disposition of the claim
within six (6) months after it has been
presented shall, at the option of the
claimant any time thereafter, be
deemed a final denial of the claim for
purposes of the Act and of this part.

(c) A suit shall not be filed for a sum
greater than the amount of the claim
presented to the Agency, except where
the increased amount is based upon
newly discovered evidence not reason-
ably discoverable at the time of pre-
senting the claim to the Agency, or
upon allegation and proof of interven-
ing facts, relating to amount of the
claim.

§ 604.12 Signatures.

The claim and all other papers re-
quiring the signature of the claimant
shall be signed by the claimant person-
ally or, where appropriate, by a duly
authorized agent or legal representa-
tive.

§ 604.13 Penalties.

Section 287 of title 18, United States
Code, imposes a fine of not more than
$10,000 and imprisonment for not more
than 5 years, or both, for presenting
false claims against the Government.
Section 1001 of title 18, United States
Code, imposes a fine of $10,000 and im-
prisonment for not more than 5 years,
or both, for making or using false, fic-
titious, or fraudulent statements or
representations in connection with a
claim against the Government. Under
section 231 of title 31, United States
Code, a civil penalty of forfeiture of
$2,000 plus double the amount of dam-
ages sustained by the United States
(together with the costs of suit) is pro-
vided for presenting false or fraudulent
claims.

§ 604.14 Attorney fees.

Subject to the penalties imposed by
section 2678 of the Act, no attorney
shall charge, demand, receive, or col-
lect for services rendered, fees in ex-
cess of 20 per centum of any award,
compromise, or settlement made pur-
suant to section 2672 of the Act.

§ 604.15 Disclosure of information.

Unless otherwise authorized by law
or this part, no copy of the contents of
any claim file within the control of the
Agency shall be furnished to any per-
son except in the course of duty to
other Federal agencies.
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